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General Guide to Determine the Relevancy of Postgraduate Degrees for Promotions and

Passing Efficiency Bars in the Public Service

1. The relevancy of a postgraduate degree must be determined primarily in reference
to the competencies required for the job role of the post.

2. In a question of definition of the specified subject/field of a postgraduate degree,
there is possibility of defining a subject/field either broadly or narrowly.

3. In case of generalist services, it is appropriate to adopt the broadest possible
definition of a subject to include all specializations/subfields of the subject/field.

4. In case of specialized services, it is more appropriate to adopt the narrow definition
of the subject/field only to encompass the relevant particular specialty.

5. In determining whether the subject matter of a postgraduate degree comes within
the scope of a particular subject, the committee may consult the definition of the
scope of subjects given by;

i. internationally recognized Learned Societies {e.g., International Union
for Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC), International Union for Pure
and Applied Physics (IUPAP) etc.), and

ii. internationally recognized academic journal indexing services (e.g.,

JEL classification of American Economic Association)



